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Lineage Societies Gathering
By Karen Klaene
Our Hamilton County Chapter OGS will be represented at
the SPRING GATHERING of LINEAGE SOCIETIES on
Sunday, April 30, 2017 from 1:30-4:30pm at the Sharonville United Methodist Church, 3751 Creek Rd., Cincinnati, Ohio 45241.
Our OGSHC table will present our
chapter lineage groups, First Families of Hamilton County,
Settlers and Builders of Hamilton County, and Century
Families of Hamilton County. We will be there to answer
questions and promote our Hamilton County Chapter and
encourage membership in our lineage groups. There will
be over 15 lineage societies present as well. Please join us
for an informative afternoon. Open to all!
.

Deed and Leases at Recorder's Office
By Jim Dempsey

Videographer Wanted and Genealogy
Lock-In Programs
By Jenny Moorman
Videographer Wanted
The Southwest Ohio DNA Interest Group has an immediate need for a volunteer to record the group’s presentations. HCGS will provide all necessary equipment and
training. The recordings will be published on our website. Please contact Program Director, Kathy Reed at
programs@hcgsohio.org if you wish to volunteer or
have any questions.

Tech Programs at Genealogy Lock-In
Tech programs will be offered during the Cincinnati Library's Genealogy Lock-In on April 15. Three 40-minute
educational sessions will be taught in the library's computer lab. Reservations for the lock-in are required and
space is limited. Reserve a spot today at https://goo.gl/
r1fYlD or by calling 513-665-3340.

Program topics are:
Hamilton County deed books 21 to 300 are now online at
the Recorder's Office website.

I have stopped at book 300 to work on uploading lease
books 1 through 122 online .
To see these deeds, click on link below and then click on
"Deed Books" located in the Document Images row of
links.
http://recordersoffice.hamilton-co.org/hcro-pdi/
index.jsp
Although the lease books have been available at FamilySearch.org since 2014, access will be much improved at
the Recorder's website because of the deed book access
page. You will be able to enter a book and page number to
see the page of interest. Indexes will be available for lease
books 6 through 122.

"How to use the Ancestry iPhone app" by Eddie
Donlin
Take your family tree everywhere you go. Add documents and photos to your A ncestry tree from your
phone."
"HathiTrust (pronounced Hottie Trust) is a Hot Resource!" by Liz Str atton
In this session we will explore some of the free digital
books and articles on HathiTrust that are helpful to genealogists. The virtual library provides access to public
domain, out-of-copyright and copyrighted publications.
Materials include content from Google, Internet Archive
and many libraries. Countless genealogies and local

(Continued on Page 3)
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Patricia Van Skaik Leaves PLCH Genealogy Department
By Liz Stratton
Patricia Moseley Van Skaik, longtime Manager of the Genealogy
and Local History Department of
the Public Library of Cincinnati
and Hamilton County (PLCH) has
recently accepted a new position.
She now serves as the Executive
Director of the Lloyd Library and
Museum. We wish her all the best
in her new position.
Patricia worked in the Genealogy Department for 32 years.
The Department is one of nine “Can’t-Miss” genealogy collections in the country thanks to Patricia’s leadership. Patricia developed a diverse collection covering 50 states and
many countries. The collection for Cincinnati, Hamilton
County and Ohio includes courthouse, church, historical
society and organization records on microfilm or in print.
Some materials are available through the Digital Library.
Patricia spent her career on the intersection of genealogy
and technology. She was committed to making genealogical
materials accessible online and preserving historical records
and artifacts. Patricia coordinated the first efforts to digitize
U.S. census records – loaning microfilm copies to a commercial supplier for publication online. She recommended
historical materials for digitization by PLCH including Cincinnati city directories. HCGS’s donation of digitization
equipment to the Library was based on Patricia’s proposal.
Patricia is best known for her work with George Eastman
House International Museum of Photography and Film to
preserve one of Hamilton County’s treasured artifacts, The
Cincinnati Panorama of 1848. The oldest comprehensive
photograph of urban America is now on display at PLCH.
High definition digital images were created and made accessible online, http://1848.cincinnatilibrary.org/. Patricia
brought worldwide attention to the importance of The Cincinnati Panorama. She gave presentations and interviews
at the Public Library Association, TEDx, W ired Magazine,
American Heritage, the New York Times, the Associated
Press, The Story on NPR, RootsTech and at the 2012 National Genealogical Society conference in Cincinnati. During her high-tech exploration of the photograph, Patricia
researched and selected mid-19th century documents and
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illustrations to integrate into panorama displays. Five
Cincinnati family stories were incorporated featuring a
German immigrant, an Irish immigrant, a free black man,
a native born white and a Jewish immigrant.
The partnership between HCGS and PLCH thrived while
Patricia was manager. She was an active participant in
the Hamilton County Genealogical Society contributing
regularly to The Gazette. HCGS members were kept current on the latest library developments and collections.
Patricia worked with our Society in developing, promoting and often lecturing at local genealogy programs. As
Manager, Patricia partnered with HCGS on the annual
Family History and Ask the Experts Day, special interest
group programs and PLCH evening lock-ins for genealogists.
Patricia wrote articles on social media, history and genealogy and tweeted under @DigiGenie.

On the board of the Ohio Genealogical Society for over
20 years – Patricia was the longest serving trustee. She
spoke regularly at state and national conventions on the
intersection of genealogy and technology. Patricia provided guidance to our Society from the greater genealogical community through her many contacts both regionally
and nationally.
We are collecting stories about Patricia and photographs
of her to share at the annual seminar. If you have one you
would like to share, please send it to Liz Stratton, education@HCGSOhio.org.
Patricia will be missed.
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President’s Message
BY

KENNY BURCK

513-851-9549
Email: kburck@juno.com
Applications are beginning to arrive for our three lineage
societies. There is plenty of time to get these in before the
August 31, 2017 deadline. The committees can assist and
guide you through the process. It is one of the most rewarding things I have done genealogically to honor my
ancestors and preserve my research. It also makes you a
better researcher by going through the process. Call or
email me if you have ANY questions about this.
The new procedure we have developed to get The Tracer
out to all of you continues to be very successful. We have
several members and a paid non-member all working together to make this happen. Whenever our Chapter is
faced with a new situation, we seem to rise to the occasion
and make things happen. So a big thank you to our Tracer
team. I know all of our members appreciate your efforts.
In the next Chapter publication you will be hearing about
our award winners for 2017. Most of the awards will be
presented at our Annual Spring Seminar. Those not in attendance will receive their awards soon thereafter by mail.
We love to acknowledge our members or others working
in the genealogical community performing deeds worthy
of an award. Any member can make nominations for
Chapter awards, so if you have any suggestions, let any
Board member know.
If you have been doing genealogy in the Cincinnati and
Hamilton County area for a long time you may remember
J. Richard Abell who was the manager of the genealogy
section in the Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton
County. When he retired, his assistant, Patricia Van Skaik,
became the manager and has served in that position for
MANY years. She recently took a new position in another
downtown private library but she will be missed. She
worked well with all genealogists and served the genealogical community as a local and national speaker and also
served as a Trustee of the Ohio Genealogical Society a
very long time. So we wish Patricia much success in her
new job.
Mary Remler recently passed away. Some of our Board
members attended her funeral to express to her family how
appreciative our members were for her many years of ef-
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fort in documenting most of those buried in Hamilton
County cemeteries. We still have enough information from
Mary of miscellaneous cemeteries to do one more book.
So the work of Mary will co-assist others researching their
ancestors for generations to come.
We have already contracted our speaker for our 2018 Annual Seminar. As usual this is another top notch national
speaker whom I am sure you will enjoy so stand by for
future announcements.
Jeff Herbert has completed another great index. This time
an index of early court records. Jeff continues to work on
other publications that will help all of us. Thanks again
Jeff.
I continue to remind our members that anyone can attend
our Board meetings the 3rd Thursday of most months at the
Perkins Restaurant in Mt. Healthy at the Ronald Reagan
Highway. You can just sit there quietly and listen or you
may jump in and join any discussion. We meet in April,
May, (June is held at another location), no meetings in
July or August, then again in September, October and November. You may come early to eat then the meetings start
at 6:30 p.m. and go until about 8:00 p.m. Come and find
out what’s happening.

(Lock-In Programs, Continued from page 1)
histories were published before 1923 and are out-ofcopyright. These books can be fully accessed online for
free. Learn strategies for searching the HathiTrust. Once a
book is identified, learn how to search for your ancestors.
Discover the value of "collections" and how to develop
your own "collections" of frequently used materials using
a University of Michigan friend account.

"Enhancing Your Use of the HCGS Website" by Bob
Brodbeck
A review of important features, functions, and unfamiliar
areas and data in the HCGS website in order to enhance
the user experience and usefulness of the site. Time allowing, will also focus on areas of interest to class members.
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Genealogy Foundations – Getting Your
Research off to the Right Start
By Liz Stratton
This multi-class series will lay the foundation for effective
family research. Work on your own family history in these
hands-on sessions. A few key resources for genealogical
research in the 19th and 20th centuries will be covered.
Learn how to ensure you have found your ancestor
amongst the many who had the same name. Strategies for
finding your ancestor in online and print sources will be
included. Get the most from census records, vital records
and their substitutes, and newspaper accounts. Evaluate
and choose a software program and begin planning and
recording the results of your research.
All sessions will be held at the main branch of the Public
Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County (PLCH) in the
third-floor computer lab. Space is limited and preregistration is required. A registration form can be found in the
class description (events tab) on our website, hcgsohio.org. If you have any questions, please contact Liz
Stratton, Education@hcgsohio.org.

Session 1, June 3, 11 AM to 3:30 PM, “Getting Started
on Your Family History” and “What’s in a Name”
Participants are encouraged to attend the 10 AM tour of
the Genealogy and Local History Department, PLCH.
The tour will be led by PLCH librarians. No preregistration is required for the tour.
After the tour, we will meet in the computer lab. Learn
strategies for collecting and using family information.
Evaluate and choose a genealogical software program
or alternate recording method. Identify alternate name
spellings and uncover likely transcription errors. Understand how naming patterns can help you identify
ancestors. This session includes a lunch break.
Session 2, June 10, 12:30 PM to 3:30 PM, “Estimating
Dates and Places—from Memories to Pedigrees” and
“Extra! Extra! Read all about your Ancestors in the
News”
Learn to estimate dates and places of your ancestors’
major life events. Learn about pedigree analysis to estimate dates and evaluate online trees. Identify newspapers available where your ancestors lived. Learn how to
locate online and in print historic newspapers. Find obituaries and other news items whether they are online, on
microfilm or in print. Search for your ancestors using a
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variety of search strategies including the alternate
name list developed in Session 1.
Session 3, June 17, 12:30 PM to 3:30 PM, “Making
Sense of the Census” and “Using Census and other
Records to Identify Next Steps”
Find ancestors in all census years using a variety of
search strategies. Expand your search skills by creating customized search terms using the alternate name
list developed in Session 1. Learn to maximize your
effectiveness by identifying all clues. Use census records as a steppingstone to further research. Refine
estimates of dates and places of your ancestor’s major
live events using information from the census.
Session 4, June 24, 12:30 PM to 3:30 PM, “It’s Vital
to Find Births, Marriages and Deaths” and “Using
Research Plans and Logs to Track Progress”
Learn about vital registrations of deaths, marriages
and births. Find out when registrations were available, what you can learn from them, and how to obtain
them. Discover alternate sources to use when vital
records are not available. Work with information
learned about your ancestor to write a focused research question and identify sources most likely to
answer that question. Learn how research logs can
help you avoid retracing your steps.
(Optional) July 1, 10 AM, “Genealogy Websites: An
Introduction! A Computer Lab Class”
Participants are encouraged to take this lab offered by
the PLCH librarians. The lab will introduce you to
genealogical sources that you can use online at the
library or from home. The lab covers additional
online sources not included in the Foundations Series.
No preregistration is required.
Session 5, July 8, 12:30 PM to 3:30 PM, “Finding
and Using Published Sources”, and “Organizing
your Genealogy and Connecting with Cousins”
Speed your research by taking advantage of information about your ancestors in online and print
sources. Use indexes and abstracts to identify records.
Learn why obtaining the original record is crucial.
Maximize your effectiveness at using online catalogs.
Discover digitized books available for free online.
Learn some organization strategies. Connecting with
cousins – they may have clues you do not.
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April Kroger Re-enrollment
By Jeff Herbert
The Hamilton County Genealogical Society (HCGS)
is a participant in the Kroger Community Rewards.
You can enroll or re-enroll anytime. Participants are
asked to re-enroll every year in April. The Kroger
Community Rewards Program provides grants to registered non-profit organizations based on member
participation. Purchases made at participating stores
earn rewards that are passed along as a donation to
HCGS at no cost to you. Most Kroger stores in the
Greater Cincinnati, Dayton, Miami Valley, Southeastern Indiana and Northern Kentucky areas participate in the Cincinnati-based program. After you have
enrolled, qualified purchases made with your registered Kroger Plus card will generate a cash reward
for HCGS. HCGS does not have any access to your
purchases or private information. To become a supporter, please follow the directions below.











REGISTER ONLINE:
KROGERCOMMUNITYREWARDS.COM
ORGANIZATION #83590
Have your Kroger Plus card handy. If you do not
have a Kroger Plus card, they are available at the
customer service desk at any Kroger store.
Visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com
Click on Sign In/Register.
If you are a new
online customer, click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the “New Customer?” box. Follow the on-screen
directions to create an account or re-enroll.
Register your card with the Hamilton County Genealogical Society, NPO number 83590. We can
also be found by searching for the first three letters of our name, HAM.
Select HCGS by clicking on the article to the left
of our name.
Save changes.

Last year the Chapter received over $425 in benefits
due to all of our members signing up as reward members which helps keep our annual dues very affordable. If you or any family members or friends are not
already a Kroger Reward member, please consider
joining.
If you are already a member, please remember to renew.
Thank you for your support!
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Advanced Genealogy Forum May 20: A
Mystery Solved with DNA
By Liz Stratton
Pam White will lead the discussion of Thomas W. Jones’
“Too Few Sources to Solve a Family Mystery? Some Greenfields of Central and Western New York” (June 2015
NGSQ). Confused about how to use DNA in your genealogy?
Jones demonstrates how to use autosomal DNA to extend an
ancestral line. For more information about using autosomal
DNA, see Debbie Parker Wayne’s “Using Autosomal DNA
for Genealogy,” NGS Magazine 40 (April-June 2014): 50-54.
Please note the change in date and location:
DNA Article Discussion: Focus Autosomal DNA
Saturday May 20, 10 am
Forest Park Branch Library Meeting Room, 655
Waycross Road, Cincinnati
The 2015 issues of the NGSQ are not available at the Public
Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County. They are out for
binding. Back issues are also available to National Genealogy
Society members on their website. If you have difficulty obtaining the article, please contact Liz Stratton, education@hcgsohio.org.
The Advanced Genealogy Forum is a peer-led discussion
group. The forum meets bi-monthly to discuss journal articles, advanced methodology and complex records. The forum
is open to anyone willing to read the articles and contribute
to the discussion. Discussion question are posted to the website about one month before each session, https://goo.gl/
qpS6TM. If you would like to be added to the email list for
the Advanced Genealogy Forum, please email Liz Stratton,
education@hcgsohio.org

Heritage Luncheon
By Karen Klaene
Join us for the 2017 Heritage Luncheon on October 21st at
Clovernook Country Club as we induct new members into
First Families of Hamilton County, Settlers and Builders of
Hamilton County and Century Families of Hamilton County. Program to be determined. Mark your calendar! Reservation form will be in the Tracer in the fall.
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Upcoming HCGS Chapter Events
By Kathy Reed
Tuesday, April 11th
Southwest Ohio DNA Interest Group
Meeting at MidPointe Library, West Chester
If you’ve been interested in joining this group but haven’t
attended a meeting yet, consider joining us on April 11th at
the MidPointe Library from 7:00-8:45. At this meeting, we
are going to discuss Gedmatch, a free site that allows you
to upload your DNA results from several testing companies so you can compare shared DNA. This is a really
powerful tool, and one that anyone interested in DNA and
Genetic Genealogy should learn about. You can be added
to our email group by contacting programs@hcgsohio.org.
Hope to see you then.
Directions:http://www.midpointelibrary.org/page/
westchester

Saturday, April 22
“Spessart Roots: On the History of the People of a
German Forest”
1:00 pm
Main Library - Third Floor Program Area
Native Cincinnatian Mary E. Wuest, will present “On the
History of the People of a German Forest.” This nonfiction work gives us a vivid account of how events and
circumstances played out in one location—Spessart Forest—in northwest Bavaria. Travel the road of peasant life
through the centuries: through the wars, witch persecu-
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tions, famines, and heavy governance. Learn about life
as a serf from the time of earliest settlements until the
time of mass emigrations; and how religion, schooling,
and customs affected everyday existence. Read gripping stories of individuals, including stories of the author’s own ancestors, which bring the forest’s history
to life. Finally, in the last few chapters, travel with the
emigrants as they transplant their roots in new lands.
And, as a bonus, in the last chapter, learn what DNA
can tell us about our deep ancestry, our original roots.
Books will be available for purchase.

Saturday, May 13
A Visit to the Waldschmidt House and Civil
War Museum. (Programs)
10:30 am
7567 Glendale Milford Road Camp Dennison,
Ohio 45111
Ohio Daughter of the American Revolution
Member
(DAR) Darlene West, will do a short presentation on
the Christian Waldschmidt family and its impact on
this early post-Revolutionary War community. Following lunch, we will explore both the homestead and the
Civil War Museum located on the property. Download
the blog post below for directions and more information on the Waldschmidt properties.
For More Information: https://goo.gl/cR
To make a reservation and/or order a box lunch, please
complete the form below and mail it to the address
listed. You can also order and pay for lunch using PayPal through our website. For directions and a more
detailed description of the Waldschmidt properties,
click here: http://www.ohiodar.org/waldhouse.shtml

http://tinyurl.com/waldschmidthouse
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April–May 2017
Program Calendar
Saturday
April 8, 2017
8:30 am

Tuesday,
April 11
7:00-8:45
Saturday,
April 15
6:30 until 11:30 pm
Thursday,
April 20
11:00:00 AM

The Legal Genealogist Judy G. Russell will be
presenting 4 programs at the HCGS Annual
Seminar
See event calendar on www.hcgsohio.org for
more info and register OR use registration
form on last page of the December 2016 Tracer

Judy G. Russell, JD,
CG, CGL

Mill Race Banquet Center
Winton Woods
Cincinnati, OH

Introduction to Gedmatch
SW DNA Interest Group

MidPointe Library
9363 Centre Pointe Dr.
West Chester, Ohio

After-Hours Genealogy Lock-In
Pre-Registration Required

Main Library, 3rd Floor
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH

Using Estate Settlement Records in Genealogy
Green Township Genealogy Club

Liz Stratton

Green Township Library
6525 Bridgetown Rd.
Cincinnati

Saturday,
April 22
10:30

Genealogy Roundtable
First Topic: City Directories

Nancy Chouteau

Main Library, Room 3A
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH

Saturday,
April 22
1:00 pm

“Spessart Roots: On the History of the People
of a German Forest”

Mary E. Wuest

Saturday,
April 22
6:00 pm

Evening with the Ancestors
www.kentonlibrary.org

Sunday,
April 30
1:30-4:30

Spring Gathering Lineage Societies
See flyer on page 8!
Open to the Public

Thursday,
May 4
6:00 pm

“Cultivating Your Genealogical Roots”
Co-Sponsored by HCGS

Tuesday
May 9
7:00 pm

“Using Tax Records in Your Genealogical
Research”
www.butlercountyogs.org

Tuesday,
May 9
6:00 pm

Cultivating Your Genealogical Roots
Co-Sponsored by HCGS

Main Library, 3rd Fl.
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH
Kenton County Library
Scott Street
Covington, KY
Sharonville United Methodist
Church
3751 Creek Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45241

Librarians and HCGS Clifton Branch Library
Cincinnati, OH

Pam White

MidPointe Library
9363 Centre Pointe Dr.
West Chester, OH

Librarians and HCGS Deer Park Branch Library
Cincinnati, OH
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May-July 2017
Program Calendar (Cont’d)
Saturday,
May 13
10:30

A Visit to the Waldschmidt House and Civil
War Museum located in Camp Dennison, OH.
Reservation form on page 6

Monday,
May 15
7:00 pm

Cultivating Your Genealogical Roots
Co-Sponsored by HCGS

Saturday,
May 20
10:00 am-noon
Saturday,
June 3
11:00 am—3:30 pm

Saturday,
June 10
9:30 am
Saturday,
June 10
12:30-3:30 pm

Tuesday,
June 13
7:00 pm

DAR Member,
Darlene West

Librarians and HCGS Symmes Township Branch Library
Enyart Rd.
Cincinnati, OH

AGF: Autosomal DNA Article Discussion

Pam White,
Discussion Leader

“Getting Started on Your Family History” and
“What’s in a Name”
Session 1
Pre-registration required

Liz Stratton

“Meet the Experts”
www.butlercountyogs.org

“Estimating Dates and Places-from Memories
to Pedigrees” and “Extra! Extra! Read all
about your Ancestors in the News”
Session 2
Pre-registration required

7567 Glendale-Milford Rd
Camp Dennison, OH 45111

Meeting Room, Forest Park
Branch Library
655Waycross Road
Cincinnati, OH
Main Library
3rd Fl. Computer Lab
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH

Librarians and Gene- Smith Library of Regional History
alogists
Lane Library
Oxford, OH
Liz Stratton

Main Library
3rd Fl. Computer Lab
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH
MidPointe Library
9363 Centre Pointe Dr.
West Chester, Ohio

Southwest Ohio DNA Interest Group
Topic to be determined

Saturday,
June 17
12:30-3:30 pm

“Making Sense of the Census” and “Using
Census and other Records to Identify Next
Steps”
Session 3
Pre-registration required

Liz Stratton

Main Library
3rd Fl. Computer Lab
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH

Saturday,
June 24
12:30-3:30 pm

“It’s Vital to Find Births, Marriages, and
Deaths” and “ Using Research Plans and
Logs to Track Progress”
Session 4
Pre-registration required

Liz Stratton

Main Library
3rd Fl. Computer Lab
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH

(Optional) “Genealogy Websites: An Introduction!
Computer Lab Class

Liz Stratton

Main Library
3rd Fl. Computer Lab
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH

Saturday,
July 1
10:00 am
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July-October 2017
Program Calendar (Cont’d)
Saturday,
July 8
12:30-3:30

“Finding and using Published Sources” and
“Organizing your Genealogy and Connecting
with Cousins”
Session 5
Pre-registration required

Liz Stratton

Main Library
3rd Fl. Computer Lab
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH

Tuesday,
July 11
7:00 pm

“Early Military Records”
Military Records ranging from the Colonial
Wars through the Spanish American War.
www.butlercountyogs.org

James Phillabaum

MidPointe Library
9363 Centre Pointe Dr.
West Chester, Ohio

Monday,
August 14
10:00 am

“Meet the Experts”
Discussion on resources available at the facility
www.butlercountyogs.org

Tuesday,
August 15
7:00 pm

Southwest Ohio DNA Interest Group
Topic to be determined
www.butlercountyogs.org

Tuesday,
September 12
7:00 pm

MidPointe Library
9363 Centre Pointe Dr.
West Chester, Ohio

“African-American Genealogy 101”
Discussion on the basics of sound AfricanAmerican genealogy research with tips on doing slave research
www.butlercountyogs.org

Tuesday,
October 10
7:00 pm

Butler County Record Ctr. And
Archives
Hamilton, OH

Thomas Jordan

MidPointe Library
9363 Centre Pointe Dr.
West Chester, Ohio

Southwest Ohio DNA Interest Group
Topic to be determined
www.butlercountyogs.org

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday,
October 7
10:00 am—3:00 pm

A Day with the Genealogy Experts
Speakers, Personal consultation and tours
Co-Sponsored by HCGS
Additional details forthcoming

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday,
October 21

Heritage Luncheon
Additional Information forthcoming

Please see our complete calendar listing
on http://hcgsohio.org. Also, follow us
on:

Main Library, 3rd Fl.
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH
Clovernook Country Club
2035 W. Galbraith Rd
Cincinnati, OH 45239
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