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Legal Genealogist, Judy G. Russell is
coming to town!

By Liz Stratton
Judy G. Russell, The Legal Genealogist, is a superstar in Canada’s Ango-Celtic Connections’
2016 Rockstar Genealogist poll.
Judy was selected as a rockstar
in three categories: International,
USA and Genetic Genealogy.
Judy’s blog appears at The Legal
Genealogist website: http://
www.legalgenealogist.com.
We are thrilled to have Judy G.
Russell as a presenter at our April 8, 2017 Annual Seminar. The seminar will be held at the Mill Race Banquet
Center in Winton Woods, Great Parks. Space is limited.

Mark your calendars! Online preregistration for the seminar opens on October 21, 2016 at 10 am. We expect this
seminar to fill quickly so register early to ensure a spot.
Mail in registration forms will be available online on October 18. See The Legal Genealogist Judy G. Russell for
further details.
Judy will be giving 4 presentations:


When Worlds Collide: Resolving Conflicts in Genealogical Records



The Gentlemen Judges: Justices of the Peace



Beyond X and Y: The Promise and Pitfalls of Autosomal DNA Testing



NARA Mythbusters: Your Family IS in the Archives

War of 1812 Pension Funds
By Jeff Herbert
We did it … you did it!
At the recent Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS)
2016 convention in Springfield, Illinois it was announced
at the opening session that all the needed funds to preserve and digitize the War of 1812 pension files at the
National Archives had been raised.
A benefactor who wished to remain anonymous, recently
donated $500,000, and this was in turn matched by Ancestry.com for a total contribution of $1,000,000, which
put the fund over the top. In the coming months, the project will be completed and all the War of 1812 pension
files will be digitized and uploaded onto the Fold3.com
website where they can be accessed for free by researchers.
Thanks to all of you who helped by donating funds
through our Chapter, our Chapter’s matching funds
which your dues helped to support, and to Ancestry.com
for their continued support over the past 3+ years.

SW Ohio DNA Interest Group
By Kathy Reed
The Southwest Ohio DNA Interest Group will hold its
first meeting at 7:00 pm on October 17 at the Mid-Pointe
Library in West Chester, OH. At the initial program, the
major companies that do DNA testing for genealogical
purposes will be discussed, as well as the types of available tests. Registered participants will receive a letter with
additional details and directions.
To register, email programs@hcgsohio.org.
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Library News from
The Public Library of Cincinnati
and Hamilton County
BY Patricia Moseley Van Skaik, Manager,

Genealogy and Local History Department

Genealogy and the Cincinnati Streetcar
After more than 60 years, Cincinnati streetcars are again
carrying
passengers
through the streets of Cincinnati. The Public Library of Cincinnati and
Hamilton County served
as an opening weekend
host in September, offering programs on historic
streetcar workers and Cincinnati transportation history. Genealogy was at the core of
the program, It’s a Family A ffair: Cincinnati’s Early Streetcar Conductors, Drivers and Mechanics, where we worked
with descendants of early streetcar workers and Library
resources to develop three fascinating family histories.
Since the opening of the streetcar, a number of genealogy
groups have visited the Library for customized genealogy
programs and a designated work space, followed by a
streetcar ride. Stop #16 is just outside the Library doors on
Walnut Street and goes to the Banks and Findlay Market.
The Library is a great place to bring a group, either a formal
organization or people you pull together, for a day of research. Contact Chris Smith at 513-665- 3340 or Christopher.Smith2@cincinnatilibary.org for more information and
to reserve a meeting space, program, assistance or tour.

Building Digital Collections from the Community
Across the country libraries are recognizing that valuable
historical and genealogical resources, especially photographs, letters, memorabilia, and personal memories are in
the hands of individuals and families. In an effort to enhance library collections and share these important resources, the Genealogy and Local History Department has
worked on a number of community based digital initiatives
over the past several years, including Ohio River Floods,
http://digital.cincinnatilibrary.org/cdm/landingpage/
collection/p16998coll11 and the V eterans History Project,
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one of the longest sustained collection of oral interviews
by a local organization with nearly 500 Cincinnati interviews covering World War II through Vietnam, http://
vhp.cincinnatilibrary.org/. This summer the Library added two more community based collections, Cincinnati’s
Brewing History, http://digital.cincinnatilibrary.org/cdm/
landingpage/collection/p16998coll64 and Streetcar History, http://digital.cincinnatilibrary.org/cdm/landingpage/
collection/p16998coll63. All collections are open and
still adding resources. To participate, contact the Genealogy and Local History Department at 513-369-6905 or
genealogyandlocalhistory@cincinnatilibrary.org . Look
for information on more community based outreach in
the coming year covering neighborhoods and families.

Collection Update
Additions to the Genealogy and Local History collection
this summer included:
 Obituary records from Bell, Clay, Hardin, Madison, Meade and Whitley counties in Kentucky
 Funeral home records for Tennessee and West
Virginia
 The latest volumes of Map Guide to German Parish Registers
 Double Jordan: My Journey Towards Discovering My Paternal Ancestors by local author
Thomas Darron Jordon
 The final installment of Dr. Robert J. Wimberg’s
Cincinnati and the Civil War
Donations play a key role in Genealogy and Local History’s collection development. Recently a sizeable donation was dropped off at the Wyoming Branch, enabling
us to enhance our collection of Tennessee and Virginia
genealogy books as well as surname books for the Jacob
Good and Beery families. If you are downsizing your
personal collection, consider checking with the Genealogy and Local History Department to see if your materials
can fill in gaps in the Library’s collection. We can most
efficiently assess possible donations, if provided with a
list for consideration.

Surname Books Online
The Library continues to add online copies of surname
books from our collection to the Genealogy and Local
History Collection on the Digital Library, http://
digital.cincinnatilibrary.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/
p16998coll15. To date, the surname books extend

(Continued on page 4)
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President’s Message
BY

KENNY BURCK

513-851-9549
Email: kburck@juno.com

Chapter Boards Meets after Summer Hiatus
The Chapter Board met at the Mt. Healthy Perkins Restaurant after two months off which is our normal pattern. It
gives Board members a chance to go on vacation, do their
personal research and otherwise get caught up on things.
However, many on the Board continue their regular genealogical routine of locating records, updating the website,
getting ready for the new membership year, etc. It is always good to see so many friendly and dedicated people
renewing our efforts in all that we do for our membership.
Several will report in this issue of The Gazette many new
projects and resources that we are pursuing for 2016 and
2017.

Open Positions
We always have needs as a Society. Our biggest challenge
is to continue with our Chapter publications in the manner
in which we have become accustomed. There are no issues
with The Gazette and Jane Edgar continues at the helm.
But as you have heard, we are in need of a new Tracer
editor. At the Board meeting we have come up with a plan
to publish the next several Tracers, but in the long run, if
this is even “sort of” in the realm of your capabilities, even
to do some part of the publication process, please talk to
any Board member or call me to chat. We’re also in need
of a Vice-President and an African-American Interest
Group Chair.

Annual Spring Seminar
In April 2017 we will have a dynamite national speaker at
our Winton Woods seminar site. These events have always
proven to be popular and next April will be no different.
The Board is very excited about this event so stay tuned
for more details. It is in April that we honor members or
others in the genealogical community with presenting
Chapter awards at the seminar. If you have any suggestions for nominating candidates, please let me or any
Board know your thoughts.
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Ohio Genealogical Society (OGS) Annual
Conference
Also in April 2017 the Ohio conference will be at the Kalahari Resort near Lake Erie and in April 2018 in Columbus, OH. The national FGS Conference will be in Pittsburgh, Pa and the NGS Conference will be held in Raleigh, NC.

German-American Genealogical Partnership (GAGP)
As previously mentioned, the Hamilton County Chapter
German Interest Group became a member of a new umbrella group called the GAGP. The first ever international
conference is the last weekend in July near Minneapolis,
MN. Hotel reservations can now be booked and the conference registration brochure should be available in January 2017. See our Chapter website for a link to this information.

Lineage Society Groups
The deadline has passed for applications this year for all of
our Chapter lineage societies. Many members have
worked to complete their papers and have been accepted.
It is awe-inspiring to see this event which will be held at
the Clovernook Country Club on October 22, 2016. It will
motivate you to want to do this for your ancestors and
your family. All members are welcome to attend Our
speaker this year will discuss the Shaker Community that
was once a part of Crosby Township in Hamilton County.
Efforts are underway to recreate much of this historical
site.

Membership News
I have good news to share – No, I have GREAT NEWS to
share with our membership. The chapter recently received
a bequest from the will of a long time member, Dale
Giese. Dale’s family had a long German heritage, and
with his research he accomplished the publication of his
family book, - A n Example For US All. The board wanted to do something quickly in Dale’s memory, and a section of library shelving has been donated to the Ohio Genealogical Society, with the appropriate memorial marker.
We are asking something now from each of you.
There were no restrictions with this gift, so a committee
under Treasurer, Jeff Herbert, has begun considering various opportunities before us that will benefit family history
researchers in our chapter and in Hamilton County. We

(Continued on page 4)

Page 4

Hamilton County Ohio Genealogical Society Gazette

October 2016

(Surname Books Continued from page 2)

(Membership News Continued from page 2)

through the letter “L.” Most of the surname books here are
not available elsewhere online for free. They are also easily browsed, downloaded or printed, and of superior resolution to those found on other free online services.

hope that our members have some ideas that this committee might pursue to spend down some of the gift. We invite each of you to submit one or several projects that can
give the committee a wish list to begin its deliberations.
In the usual “brainstorming manner” it is not necessary to
give judgment on the efficacy of a project or purchase;
that will be the task of the committee. Please send any
ideas you might have to membership@hcgsohio.org.

Family History Month (October)
As this issue lands in your email, the Library in conjunction with the Hamilton County Genealogical Society is
kicking off Family History Month. Throughout the month
the Library offers programs, including introductory classes
at branch libraries and a case study of Northern Kentucky’s Devou family. See calendar for details.

Celebrate Veterans in November
Three November programs honor veterans’ service. Join
Goodbye to Vietnam: My Personal Experience as an Army
Photographer author Ken Williamson as he discusses his
experiences (November 5). On November 11, the Library
pays tribute to veterans at its annual Veterans Day program
and on November 12, Genealogy and Local History presents two programs on Gold Star Mothers from World War
I to the present, including a documentary presentation and
discussion of using Gold Star records for genealogy. See
calendar for details.

Local History Exhibits
While visiting the Main Library, don’t miss local history
exhibits, Cincinnati Transportation: Past, Present and Future in the Atrium through December 31 and Bills of Lading: Viewing Cincinnati through Its River Trade in the Joseph S. Stern, Jr. Cincinnati Room through November 15.

Taking Genealogy to the Next Level
In the next several months, Genealogy and Local History
collaborates with the Chapter to present advanced level
classes, including the Advanced Genealogy Forum’s focus
on immigrants and a monthly series on land and estate records research (computer lab). See calendar for details. The
Library is committed to offering genealogy at all levels as
the journey is never complete.

Please join the brainstorming for this project. We’ve set
a deadline of October 15th for replies. The committee
will keep the board and the membership posted as its
work progress.

Hamilton County Jewish
Congregations
By Paul Cauthen
There is a quick reference and resource guide to historical
and current Jewish congregations. Each entry includes
names associated with the congregation, its cultural and
religious affiliation, years in existence, a history of its
addresses and, where relevant, its associated cemetery
and website. Also included for each congregation is a
summary of the most significant local research resources
where more information can be found. URL: http://
hcgsohio.org/cpage.php?pt=163

Cincinnati History Library
By Christine Engels
The Cincinnati History Library & Archives is closed to
the public until late 2018 to facilitate the renovation of
the historic Union Terminal. Guests are unable to visit
the Cincinnati History Library but can still access the
library’s online catalog, digital journals and other local
history
resources
on
our
website
http://
library.cincymuseum.org.
We regret any inconvenience this may cause but hope
that you will explore our online resources to support your
research needs. We look forward to seeing you in the
library again when the renovation project is completed.
See more information at: http://www.cincymuseum.org/
union-terminal/restoration
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Kroger Rewards Continues to Grow
By Jeff Herbert
The Hamilton County Genealogical Society (HCGS)
is a participant in the Kroger Community Rewards.
You can enroll or re-enroll anytime. Participants are
asked to re-enroll every year in April. The Kroger
Community Rewards Program provides grants to registered non-profit organizations based on member
participation. Purchases made at participating stores
earn rewards that are passed along as a donation to
HCGS at no cost to you. Most Kroger stores in the
Greater Cincinnati, Dayton, Miami Valley, Southeastern Indiana and Northern Kentucky areas participate in the Cincinnati-based program. After you have
enrolled, qualified purchases made with your registered Kroger Plus card will generate a cash reward
for HCGS. HCGS does not have any access to your
purchases or private information. To become a supporter, please follow the directions below.











REGISTER ONLINE:
KROGERCOMMUNITYREWARDS.COM
ORGANIZATION #83590
Have your Kroger Plus card handy. If you do not
have a Kroger Plus card, they are available at the
customer service desk at any Kroger store.
Visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com
Click on Sign In/Register.
If you are a new
online customer, click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the “New Customer?” box. Follow the on-screen
directions to create an account or re-enroll.
Register your card with the Hamilton County Genealogical Society, NPO number 83590. We can
also be found by searching for the first three letters of our name, HAM.
Select HCGS by clicking on the article to the left
of our name.
Save changes.

So far in 2016, the Chapter has already received over
$328 in support from Kroger members, which helps
keep our annual dues very affordable. If you or any
family members or friends are not already a Kroger
Reward member, please consider joining.
If you are already a member, please remember to renew.
Thank you for your support!
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Finding Genealogical Gold Classes

By Liz Stratton
Preregister Now!
A few spaces are available in the Hands-on with Land series.
Register online at http://goo.gl/vY5eWN. For best results,
plan on attending all sessions.

“Finding Genealogical Gold in Land Records”
Saturday, November 5, 11 am to 1 pm, PLCH Main, 3rd floor
computer lab.
You don’t need to be a surveyor to glean genealogical gold
from property records! Learn to identify which ancestors
owned property. Use their land records to expand family
lines. Identify migration patterns, names of wives, married
names of daughters and more!

“Prospecting for Gold: Finding Land Records Online, on Microfilm and in Person”
Saturday, November 19, 10 am to 11:55 am, PLCH Main, 3rd
floor computer lab.
Online tools make it easier than ever to find property records.
Learn strategies to locate land records--online, on microfilm
or in person. Many different indexing systems are used in
property records. Mine indexes to identify land records likely
to answer specific genealogical questions. Strategies for overcoming index limitations will be explored.

“Extracting Gold: Reading and Interpreting
Deeds”
Saturday, December 3, 10 am to 11:55 am, PLCH Main, 3rd
floor computer lab.
Several deeds will be reviewed to familiarize participants
with deed terminology and structure. Remove ‘boilerplate.’
Extract family relationships from deeds even when they are
not stated. Work with your own or provided deeds to draw
conclusions and develop further research.
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Estate Settlement Research Series
By Liz Stratton

October 2016

Cultivating Your Roots Series

Preregister Now!
A few spaces are available in the Estate Settlement Research. Register online at http://goo.gl/LbN4tU. For best
results, plan on attending all sessions.

“Where there is a Will, There’s a Way”
Saturday, November 5, 1-2:45 pm OR 3-4:45 pm, PLCH
Main, 3rd floor computer lab.

Estate settlement records answer a myriad of genealogical questions. They may identify married names of
daughters, confirm parentage, establish migrations and
more. Learn about the estate settlement process, key records and where to find them. Find court records in print,
online and at courthouse. There will be hands-on activities using your own ancestral lines.

“Even if There is NO Will, There’s a
Way”
Saturday, November 19, 1-2:45 pm OR 3-4:45 pm,
PLCH Main, 3rd floor computer lab.
Even if your ancestor did not leave a will, there may be
estate settlement records. Identify heirs using estate distribution laws. Discover all the records created during
the estate settlement process. Advance your genealogy
with these underutilized records.

“Putting Estates in Historical Context—
Women, Children and Inheritance”
Saturday, December 3, 1-2:45 pm OR 3-4:45 pm, PLCH
Main, 3rd floor computer lab.
Learn to read between the lines and infer names and
dates by understanding the law. Regional settlement patterns influenced state inheritance laws. Understand the
impact changing laws had on inheritance. Use women’s
and children’s inheritance and the law to uncover ancestral clues.

Ancestry Membership discount
through AARP
If you’re an AARP Member, AARP now offers the Ancestry discount under the More Everyday discounts section. If you’re new to Ancestry, you can receive a one
year subscription for 30% off—Ancestry World Explorer. For existing customers discounted packages vary and
you will need to call Ancestry Member Services at 1-800
-514-4645.
For more information: visit AARP www.aarp.org/
benefits-discounts/services_discounts_list and scroll
down to More Everyday Discounts or visit Ancestry
www.ancestry.com/aarp or call 1-800-514-4645.
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HCGS Members can now update
contact Information on our website
By Eileen Muccino
To our members, you can now change your street address, telephone number, and email address online at
hcgsohio.org. Just make sure you check your entries for
accuracy because this information is used for Tracer delivery and to contact you about programs and the availability of the Gazette and Tracer online.
To log in to your profile click on "Members Area" in the
left pane on our website. You will be prompted for your
Login Name and Password. Once you are in the Members Area click on "Profile" in the left pane. This will
take you to your personal information where you open
the tab "Contact Info". There is an edit pencil in the upper right corner. Click on the edit pencil and a new page
opens that allows you to change your personal information. Remember to hit "Save" when you have made
your changes.

If you have forgotten your Login Name or Password follow the prompts by clicking on the ? on the Login
Screen. Remember if you have forgotten both pieces of
information you must retrieve them separately, Login
Name first, then enter your Login name and follow the ?
prompts to reset your password.
You can also update your personal information by emailing membership@hcgsohio.org. We appreciate you
keeping us up to date on address and email changes.

Celebrity Couples Genealogy Show
By Deb Cyprych
Inspired by recent popular TV programs, a live genealogy show will reveal the family history stories of local
celebrities on stage at the Redmoor Event House in
Mount Lookout. This is the second year for this unusual
event, which starts at 6:30 pm on Thursday, December 1.
The 2016 Celebrity Genealogy Show will feature two
couples, Anthony and Dede Muñoz of the Bengals and
Eddie Fingers and his wife Deb Haas famous in local
media. Deb Cyprych, director of the Hyde Park Center
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for Older Adults, will again be the host.

The show will use genealogy, history and story-telling to
guide the four celebrities as they discover the stories of
their ancestors for the first time. A large screen will display images of documents, photographs and engravings
to illustrate the stories. Surprises are in store!
This event benefits Hyde Park Center for Older Adults, a
senior center at 2800 Erie Avenue, where a genealogy
group open to all meets the first Monday of every month
at 1 pm.
To purchase tickets, visit:
www.hpcenter.donordrive.com, Event Details, or call
513-321-6816.

Help Needed for Tracer Editor Team
By Deb Cyprych
We are still seeking more Chapter members to work on
The Tracer’s editorial team. The production of The
Tracer will be accomplished by dividing the effort
among several people so that no member will have to
commit to a large amount of time. These team members
are already in place:
 One member compiles the calendar of events, and
another member proofreads articles.
 Board members, columnists and others regularly
submit articles and announcements.
 A person experienced in design will produce the
layout.
 A knowledgeable editor will edit articles for clarity,
consistency and correctness.
These are the members and skills still needed in the editorial team:
 Authors to write articles about things Hamilton
County genealogists want to know, as needed to fill
the remainder of The Tracer (currently 32 pages,
but 24 or 28 pages until the team gets established).
Ideas and material can be provided.
 A person to search genealogical websites for news
about Hamilton County resources, using a list already prepared, and write announcements.
 Another person to proofread articles.
A production manager to oversee all the steps so that
nothing falls through the cracks. He/she will set the article deadlines to minimize effort for the team so that The
Tracer can be distributed to our members on time.
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October –November 2016
Program Calendar
Saturday, October 1
11:00

“Have You Seen Me? Missing Persons and
Proof of Parentage”

Amie Bowser Tennant 3rd Floor
Main Library
800 Vine Street

Co-sponsored by the Hamilton County Genealogical Society

Saturday, October 1
11:00 am—3:00 pm

3rd Floor
Main Library
800 Vine Street

“A Day with the Genealogy Experts – Personal consultations with regional experts”
Co-sponsored by the Hamilton County Genealogical Society

Saturday, October 1
2:00 pm

“Using Social Media to Break through Brick
Walls”

Amie Bowser Tennant 3rd Floor
Main Library
800 Vine Street

Co-sponsored by the Hamilton County Genealogical Society
Monday, October 3
7:00 pm

“Finding Your German Ancestral Origins”

Bob Brodbeck

Thursday, October 6
6:00 pm

Cultivating Your Roots

HCGS & Librarians

Mariemont Branch Library
3810 Pocahontas

Monday, October 10
6:00 pm

Cultivating Your Roots

HCGS & Librarians

Westwood Branch Library
3345 Epworth Ave

Saturday, October 15
2:00 pm

“Devou Roots: Discovering Devou Family
History”

Tiffany Hoppenjans

Third Floor, Main Library
800 Vine Street

HCGS Heritage Awards Luncheon

Ed Creighton

Clovernook Country Club
2035 West Galbraith Rd.
Cincinnati, OH

Cultivating Your Roots

HCGS & Librarians

Blue Ash Branch Library
4911 Cooper Road

Saturday, Oct 22
10:45 am

Madeira Branch Library
7200 Miami Avenue

SAVE THE DATE!
Monday, October 24
7:00 pm

Saturday, Oct 29
6:30-11:30 pm

3rd Floor
Main Library
800 Vine Street

Genealogy Lock-In
Pre-Registration Required
http://goo.gl/iTNdFo

THIS CLASS IS FULL
Saturday, Nov 5
11:00 am—3:00 pm

11:00 am Land Research—Part 1, Section1
1:00 pm Estate Research—Part 1, Section 1
Estate Research—Part 1, Section 2
Registration Required—See pages 5 & 6 for
information

Liz Stratton

3rd Floor Computer Lab
Main Library
800 Vine Street
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November 2016–April 2017
Program Calendar (Cont’d)
Saturday, Nov 5
11:00 am—Ken
2:00 pm-Jeff

“Saying Goodbye to Vietnam”
Book signing to follow presentation
“The Vietnam War Myths & Realities

Saturday, Nov 12
11:00 am

WWI and the birth of “Gold Star Mothers”
Gold Star Mothers of WWII and Today—
Panel
Co-sponsored by the HCGS

John Graham

Saturday, Nov 19
11:00 am

Cincinnati and the Civil War

Robert Wimberg

10:00 am Land Research—Part 2, Section1
1:00 pm Estate Research—Part 2, Section 1
Estate Research—Part 2, Section 2

Liz Stratton

3rd Floor Computer Lab
Main Library
800 Vine Street

“Celebrity Couples Genealogy Show” with
Anthony & Dede Munoz, Eddie Fingers &
Deb Haas
Reservations at www.hpcenter.org

Deb Cyprych

Redmoor in Mount Lookout
3197 Linwood Avenue

10:00 am Land Research—Part 3, Section1
1:00 pm Estate Research—Part 3, Section 1
Estate Research—Part 3, Section 2

Liz Stratton

3rd Floor Computer Lab
Main Library
800 Vine Street

Saturday, Nov 19
10:00 am—3:00 pm

Ken Williamson
Dr. Jeffrey Williams

Genealogy & Local History
Main Library
800 Vine Street
Main Library
800 Vine Street

Genealogy & Local History
Main Library
800 Vine Street

Registration Required—See pages 5 & 6 for
information
Thursday, Dec 1
6:30 pm

Saturday, Dec 3
10:00 am—3:00 pm

Registration Required—See pages 5 & 6 for
information

SAVE THE DATE!
April 8, 2017

The Legal Genealogist Judy G. Russell will be
presenting 4 programs at the HCGS Annual
Seminar
Registration opens October 21, 2016 at
10:00 am

Please see our complete calendar listing
on http://hcgsohio.org. Also, follow us
on:

Judy G. Russell, JD,
CG, CGL
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