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Last Minute Online Registrations!
By Liz Stratton
While we are waiting for the April 18th HCGS Seminar
paper registrations to arrive in the mail, there is still time to
register online using the online registration form, click on
link: http://www.hcgsohio.org/cpage.php?pt=144 .
Please complete your online registration by April 5th. If
you are having difficulty with the registration form, please
contact Liz Stratton, education@hcgsohio.org.

2015-2016 Program Planning
By Kathy Reed
Want an easy way to volunteer? We are in the process of
planning programs for 2015-16. What kinds of programs
would you like to see our society present in the coming
year? Do you have suggestions for speakers, topics, locations? Is there an ethnic group we’ve neglected? Do you
wish we had one or more social events or sharing opportunities for members? Are you a new member of HCGS who
would like to have a better idea of how the society functions and your place in it? We’d love to hear your ideas.
Email your suggestions to Kathy Reed, Program Director at
programs@hcgsohio.org.

Save the Dates
By Liz Stratton
Save the Date: First Saturdays—Hands-on Genealogy Series (See Calendar for class information)
The Hands-on-with-Land Series was so much fun that we
are expanding it in 2015/2016. There will be two sessions

(identical)—one beginning at 1 pm and the other at 3 pm.
Each session will begin with a short presentation. Then
participants will dive into the websites and library materials to research their own ancestors. Sessions will be held
at the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County
Main Library in the 3rd floor Computer Lab. Preregistration is required and space is limited. We will let you know
when the Library has online registrations available.

German Genealogy Day!
By Kathy Reed
Come and share a day to celebrate all things German with
members of the Hamilton County Genealogical Society
and the Kolping Society. Three local experts on German
Genealogy, Kenny Burck, Jeff Herbert and Bob Rau, will
each do a presentation sharing their area of expertise.
10:00 Jeff Herbert – Researching Your German Ancestors Using German Newspapers
11:10 Bob Rau – Eva Barbara, Where Are You? Finding
Your German Ancestor’s Birthplace
12:20 Kenny Burck – Tracing Your German Genealogy
Question and answer period to follow.
When: Saturday, May 9th, 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Where: Kolping Center, 10235 Mill Road, Cincinnati,
OH 45231
Directions:http://www.kolpingcenter.com/
kcdirections.php
There is free onsite parking and the building is handicapaccessible. There is no cost to attend the event other than
optional food purchases.
Note: Beer, soft drinks, German pastries and pretzels will
be available for purchase throughout the day.
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Library News from
The Public Library of Cincinnati
and Hamilton County

matter of minutes by request at the Reference Desk.
Meanwhile, watch the collection grow. New items are
now readily identifiable with “new” stickers, also noting
the book’s month of arrival.

BY Patricia Moseley Van Skaik, Manager,

Early summer will mark the grand opening of a new St.
Bernard Branch Library. This is both a gain for the community and genealogists. Look for historical photographs
and high school yearbooks to appear on the Library’s
website. Another big surprise is in the works and will be
announced when finalized. And, plan to visit the new St.
Bernard Library.

Genealogy and Local History Department

A Look Back at Winter
2015 began with a generous donation of $1,800 by the
Hamilton County Genealogical Society and its members to
the Library’s J. Richard Abell Trust Fund. This fund, established more than 20 years ago by the Chapter, is used to
support the continued collection strength of Ohio genealogical materials. Since its inception the Chapter has donated
over $40,000, making a significant impact on the Library’s
collections.
Genealogists are unstoppable. Neither the frigid temperatures nor snow covered roads kept family historians away
from the Library. Genealogists also came out for a variety
of programs including computer labs focusing on land records and Black History Month lectures, both co-sponsored
by the Chapter. As always, the African American genealogy program was the most popular in the lecture series, this
year with a total of 80 attendees for the two sessions. For
the first time, Genealogy and Local History (G&LH) offered an in-person genealogy webinar. This proved to be a
giant success. With the Library’s new audio visual equipment, the audience experienced a positive viewing and listening experience. Because the sessions were offered inperson only, participants got the best of both worlds: hearing a top ranked speaker and sharing the experience with
fellow genealogists.

Spring Has Sprung
A new season means a new crop of genealogists. In May,
G&LH and the Chapter will team up to offer an introductory class, appropriately titled “Cultivating Your Roots” at
three branch locations. (See calendar for details.) This program is a great course for both the budding genealogist and
the experienced family historian looking for a refresher.
In spring, genealogy books ordered at the beginning of the
year begin to roll in. Our genealogy collection continues to
grow, but unfortunately our space in the public area does
not. To accommodate incoming books in the browsing area, we have shifted some census indexes and bound periodicals to the closed stacks. Those books are available in a

Looking Forward

Make a Difference Day Keeps on Giving
Several years ago members from the genealogical society
met at the Library to compile a list of titles referenced in
the Local History card index as part of the Chapter’s
Make a Difference Day project. Our goal is to eventually
digitize the card index so there is one comprehensive index to all the books covered by it. In the interim, Digital
Services is scanning and putting on the library website all
the books from the list that the Chapter generated. To
date, 62 of the 86 titles are online. When searching the
Library catalog, always search to see if the title is listed
multiple times and check format. If it is listed as an electronic record, it can be viewed online from the Library
website. Each digitized book is full-text searchable and
will also pick up names and places not covered by the
card index.

Award Winning Genealogy and Local History Librarian
Genealogy and Local History Librarian Brian Powers
received Cincinnati CityBeat’s “Best of” reward, Best
Original Research by a Cincinnati Librarian, for his
work tracing the family history of King Records singer,
Junior McCants. Brian is well known for his work mixing
music and genealogy, showcased in his presentation,
“Rock and Roll Genealogy” at last year’s Ohio Genealogical Society Conference. Please join me in congratulating Brian.
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President’s Message
BY

KENNY BURCK

513-851-9549
Email: kburck@juno.com

Are You the Right Person?
The Hamilton County Chapter for many years has had Interest Groups: German, Irish, then African American and
Computer, and briefly, Southern and English Interest
Groups. Our Technology Interest Group has replaced the
original Computer Interest Group. We just formed a Jewish Interest Group. The Chapter can have any kind of Interest Group if we have someone to lead the effort. Currently we are in need of an Irish Chair and an African
American Chair.
So what does it take to do this? You only have to have an
interest yourself in leading this group. When you see a
useful website or find a new resource or hear an interesting speaker that will help others working on this ethnic
group or area of interest, you can write a short blurb or
perhaps a longer article for The Tracer or The Gazette. If
you find a good speaker or want to present a program
yourself, you can inform the Board so the Program Chair
can schedule a program. The job description can be whatever you want it to be. The Chapter Board’s job is to support you with funding or other resources. Perhaps you find
or someone tells you about a group of records that need to
be transcribed or made into a book or to put on our website. We all get together to make that happen when we line
up the volunteers.
Remember to think outside the box. It could be a SpanishSpeaking Interest Group or Eastern European Interest
Group. We just need a volunteer chair. Our greatest current need is an Irish Interest Group Chair as that is the second largest immigrant group in the Cincinnati area; and an
African American Interest Group Chair for this large population. Call Kenny Burck at 513-851-9549 and we can
discuss this or I can put you in contact with the previous
chairs to discuss what they did or planned to do. No particular experience is necessary, just a love for doing a
special type of genealogical research.

Chapter Announces the Formation of a
Jewish Interest Group
The Hamilton County Chapter has a volunteer to chair the
newest interest group for those with Jewish ancestors.
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Chapter member Rick Cauthen has graciously accepted
this position. One project that is currently being considered is making the records of the Weil Funeral Home
available in some format to members. The Weil Funeral
Home (which has historically been the choice for those of
the Jewish faith) has been in business in Cincinnati for
many years and these records will be a great benefit to
many researchers. Incidentally an error was just discovered in our publication, A Guide to Genealogical Resources in Hamilton County and Cincinnati, Ohio. In Bicentennial Microfilming Project of Hamilton County
Churches, Cemeteries and Funeral Home Records, the
Weil Funeral Home records from 1851 to 1986 are said to
be microfilmed and available. This is incorrect and the
records are actually available for only a very brief time
period. This will be rectified if we can complete this project. Stand by for any upcoming blurbs, articles, announcements or other projects or programs directed to
those tracing their Jewish genealogy.

2015 List of Local Researchers
The new list of Chapter members willing to take on clients
for local genealogical research is now on the Chapter website at hcgsohio.org. If you are stuck and need some local
assistance, check out the list. Each researcher in 40 words
or less describes their special areas of interest or expertise
so you may choose one best suited for your needs. Each
February we update the list but a researcher can be added
at any time. You must be a member and the listing fee is
$10. Most people request to be added when we post a notice in our Chapter publications each fall with the details.
Call Kenny Burck at 513-851-9549 with any questions.

Chapter Dues Increase
We never want to hear that the price is going up for items
we need to purchase, however, the Board has approved a
necessary increase for Chapter dues beginning in March
2015. This will not affect current members until the dues
notices for next year are received sometime in October
2015. The electronic-membership (or e-membership) is
now $15.00, the regular membership is $25.00 and the
sustaining membership is $30.00. We believe our dues are
below most other genealogical groups and more and more
of our members are choosing the e-membership which has
dramatically reduced our overall income. For e-members
we do not have to print and mail our award-winning journal, The Tracer, which is a savings to the Chapter, but
other Chapter-related expenses are going up. Some genealogical societies charge the same price for regular and emembership because there are other benefits of electronic
membership such as getting the publication earlier, having
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April Kroger Community Rewards
Renewal!
By Jeff Herbert

it in color, being every word searchable, etc. We have chosen to give a price break for these e-members because
there is a cost savings to the Chapter.
With these additional funds we will provide even more
resources and great programs to our membership. We hope
you continue your support of the Hamilton County Genealogical Society. Any comments or concerns can be directed
to Kenny Burck at kburck@juno.com.

Chapter Board Meetings
I often mention that all members may attend our Chapter
board meetings, usually held at Perkin’s Restaurant at the
Reagan Highway exit in Mt. Healthy the 3rd Thursday of
most months at 6:30 p.m. Three new members just started
attending and soon they discovered a need the Chapter had
and filled the need by volunteering. While you may attend
and NOT volunteer for anything, it is exciting to see all the
projects we are working on and how you might get involved to help all genealogists with Hamilton County ancestors.

The Hamilton County Genealogical Society (HCGS) is a
participant in Kroger Community Rewards. You can
enroll or re-enroll anytime. Participants are asked to
re-enroll every year in April. The Kroger Community
Rewards Program provides grants to registered non-profit
organizations based on member participation. Purchases
made at participating stores earn rewards that are passed
along as a donation to HCGS at no cost to you. Most
Kroger stores in the Greater Cincinnati, Dayton, Miami
Valley, Southeastern Indiana and Northern Kentucky areas participate in the Cincinnati-based program. After
you have enrolled, qualified purchases made with your
registered Kroger Plus card will generate a cash reward
for HCGS. HCGS does not have any access to your purchases or private information. To become a supporter,
please follow the directions below.
REGISTER ONLINE:
KROGERCOMMUNITYREWARDS.COM
ORGANIZATION #83590

Volunteers Needed!
By Kathy Reed
On the German Genealogy Day to be held on Saturday,
May 9th, we need a few volunteers to assist us in the sale of
Bavarian pretzels and apple strudel that will be available
for purchase between speaking sessions. If you are planning to attend and would like to help out, please email
Kathy Reed programs@hcgsohio.org and let me know of
your availability. For more information on the events of the
day, click http://goo.gl/ZNUUjU



As of this time, locations has not been determined for filming, but fill out the application! It would be nice to have the
show come to Cincinnati!

Have your Kroger Plus card handy. If you do not
have a Kroger Plus card, they are available at the customer service desk at any Kroger store.
Visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com



Click on Sign In/Register. If you are a new online
customer, click on SIGN UP TODAY in the “New
Customer?” box. Follow the on-screen directions to
create an account or re-enroll.



Register your card with the Hamilton County Genealogical Society, NPO number 83590. We can also
be found by searching for the first three letters of our
name, HAM.



Select HCGS by clicking on the article to the left of
our name. Save changes.

Season 3 Genealogy Roadshow
The 2015-2016 Casting Applications for the Season 3 Genealogy Roadshow are now being accepted. If you’re interested in being featured on a future episode and would like
to share your family story, click on the link and fill the application as best as you can. http://www.grcasting.com/
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Thank you for your support!
If you are already a member, please remember to renew
your membership in April.
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New 2015 Publication · Hamilton County, Ohio

Index of Notices Appearing in
23 Early Cincinnati Newspapers
1793 – 1853

$29.00, 364pp (HCC010)
Indexed by Jeff Herbert

This index of early Cincinnati newspapers includes the first publication in the
Northwest Territory beginning in 1793, and includes many early newspapers
that were in existence during the early formation of Cincinnati as a township,
village, and ultimately as a city. Many of these early newspapers are not
known to contemporary researchers, and contain vital clues to their ancestors
when they lived in the area. This index contains death notices, obituaries,
marriage notices, and other miscellaneous notices that appeared during the
early days of Cincinnati and Hamilton County. The last category includes
divorce and abandonment notices, notices of bankruptcies, notices for runaway
apprentices, military desertions, and even notices for lost horses and cows,
which can help to document early residency in Hamilton County, Ohio .
This new index is sure to be of benefit to the researcher working on early
Hamilton County ancestors, as well as those living in the surrounding counties.
$29.00 364 pp. (HCC010)
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2014 Publications · Hamilton County, Ohio
Index of Death, Marriage, and Miscellaneous
Notices Appearing in the Liberty Hall and
Cincinnati Gazette 1804 – 1857
$39.00, 524pp
Indexed by Jeff Herbert
This new index is sure to be of benefit to the researcher
working on early Hamilton County ancestors, as well as those
living in the surrounding counties.
The Liberty Hall started publication in 1804 and continued
under various titles until 1857. This index contains death
notices, obituaries, marriage notices, and other miscellaneous
notices that appeared during the early portion of the 19th
century. The last category includes divorce and abandonment
notices, notices for lost horses and cows, notices for runaway
apprentices, and even notices of bankruptcies..
524 pp. (HCC008 or HCCcd5)

Available in book form (HCC008) and electronically
as a PDF searchable file on CD-ROM (HCCcd5)

Hamilton County, Ohio Burial Records,
Volume 22, Baltimore Pike Cemetery
1853 – 2010
$28.00, 386pp
Edited by James G. Dempsey and Mary H.
Remler
This index volume contains extracts from over 23,000
records of the historical German Evangelical
Cemetery in the North Fairmount neighborhood of
Cincinnati, Ohio.
Since the end of World War I, this cemetery has gone
by the name of Baltimore Pike Cemetery. Burials in
this index cover the period from 1853 through 2010,
a period of 157 years.
386 pp. (HC009)
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April—May 2015
Program Calendar
Saturday,
April 4
10:00 am

Orientation to the Genealogy and Local
History Dept.

Librarians

Monday,
April 20
6:30 pm

My Grandfather was a Bootlegger: Separating
Fact from Fiction

Bill Stolz

April 9-11

Ohio Genealogical Society Annual Conference
www.ogs.org

Choice of 85 sessions

Sheraton Columbus Hotel at Capitol Square

Saturday,
April 18
9:00—4:00

HCGS Annual Seminar
Online Registration due by April 5th.

Jerry Smith, CG

Mill Race Banquet Center
1515 West Sharon Road
Winton Woods

Saturday,
April 25
10:00-12:00

HCGS: Advanced Genealogy Forum Planning
Meeting

Liz Stratton

Third Floor, Room 3A
Main Library
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH

Saturday,
May 2
10:00 am

Genealogy Websites: An Introduction!

Librarians

Third Floor Computer Lab
Main Library
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH

Saturday,
May 2
1:00 pm

How Your Maryland Ancestors Chose to Settle
in Kentucky and Ohio

Carrie Eldridge

Clermont Genealogical Society
Doris Wood Library
180 South 3rd St.
Batavia, OH

Monday,
May 4
6:00 pm

Cultivating Your Genealogical Roots

HCGS, PLCH

Corryville Branch Library
2802 Vine Street
(513) 369-6034

A day dedicated to the Germans of Cincinnati

Kenny Burck
Jeff Herbert
Bob Rau

Kolping Society
10235 Mill Road
Cincinnati, OH 45231

Cultivating Your Genealogical Roots

HCGS, PLCH

Delhi Township Branch Library
5095 Foley Road
(513) 369-6019

Saturday,
May 9
10:00—2:00
Tuesday,
May 12
7:00 pm

Third Floor
Main Library
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH
Congenealogy
Kenton County Public Library
502 Scott Blvd.
Covington, KY

Please see our complete calendar listing at http://hcgsohio.org.
Also follow us on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/HCGSOhio), Twitter (https://twitter.com/hcgsohio), and
Blogger (http://hcgsohio.blogspot.com)
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May—November 2015
Program Calendar (Cont’d)
Wednesday,
May 13
7:30 pm

Immigrant Ancestors
Warren County Chapter

May 13-16

National Genealogical Society Conference
www.ngsgenealogy.org

Wednesday,
May 20
7:00 pm

Cultivating Your Genealogical Roots

HCGS, PLCH

Orientation to the Genealogy and Local
History Dept.

Librarians

Lessons Learned: New Jersey Proprietor’s
Records

Liz Stratton,
Education Director

Saturday,
June 6
10:00 am
Saturday,
September 5
1:00-2:45 or
3:00-4:45
SAVE THE DATE!

Saturday,
October 3
SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday,
November 7
1:00-2:45 pm or
3:00-4:45 pm
SAVE THE DATE!

Amie Tennant

St. Charles, MO

Bring your list of New Jersey ancestors for
this hands-on session. Apply lessons learned
in Jerry Smith’s lecture (HCGS Annual Seminar, 18 April 2015). Look up your New Jersey
ancestors in online proprietor’s records. Explore published New Jersey sources available
at PLCH. Share successes and online sources
you have found with your peers.
No Session as this is Family History Day!

Campus Center
Otterbein Retirement Comm.
Lebanon, OH

Green Township Branch Library
6525 Bridgetown Road
(513) 369-6095
Third Floor
Main Library
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH
Third Floor Computer Lab
Main Library
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH

HCGS, PLCH

Look for more details on the HCGS website,
hcgsohio.org, as the day approaches
Lessons Learned: Pennsylvania Research
Online & in Print
Bring what you know about one or more of
your Pennsylvania ancestors for this hands-on
session. Develop a focused research question
for one of your ancestors. Explore sources
available at PLCH and online that might answer your question. Apply lessons learned at
the Annual Seminar (18 April 2015). Develop
a research plan and begin it!

Liz Stratton,
Education Director

Third Floor Computer Lab
Main Library
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH
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December 2015—May 2016
Program Calendar (Cont’d)
Saturday,
December 5 &
January 2, 2016

Topic to be Determined

SAVE THE DATE!

Saturday,
January 30, 2016
March 5, 2016
April 2, 2016
1:00-2:45 or
3:00-4:45 pm
SAVE THE DATE!

Saturday,
May 7, 2016
1:00-2:45 or
3:00-4:45

Third Floor Computer Lab
Main Library
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH

Liz Stratton,
Education Director

Third Floor Computer Lab
Main Library
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH

Liz Stratton,
Education Director

Third Floor Computer Lab
Main Library
800 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH

Contact Liz Stratton, education@hcgsohio.org,
if you have a topic suggestion or would like to
be added to the email list to vote on a topic. We
could convene to share successes with land,
New Jersey, or Pennsylvania research. There
are several land topics that have not yet been
covered that could also be explored. Other
topics welcome!
Getting the Most out of Estate Records
This 3-session series will provide a detailed
look at estate settlement records. Sessions will
cover the estate settlement process, genealogically-rich documents created in the process,
and finding and interpreting records. For best
results, plan on attending all the sessions.
There will be hands-on exercises focused on
your own ancestors in each session. These are
general sessions that are not specific to Hamilton County.
Reconstructing a Hamilton County Estate File
in the Burned Years.

SAVE THE DATE!

Liz Stratton,
Education Director

This session will focus specifically on strategies for ‘rebuilding’ estate settlement records
when fire has destroyed many of the records.
This session is focused specifically on the
fragmentary probate court records available
for Hamilton County prior to the 1884 fire.
Strategies for extracting all available information will be demonstrated. We will also explore other records that fill in gaps left by
missing records. The process followed in reconstructing a file can be reapplied to other
burned counties.
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